	What is “HSK”

	

	The Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) is a series test to assess  the Chinese proficiency of non-native Chinese speakers (including foreigners, overseas Chinese and people from Chinese national minorities). It assesses the examinees' ability to use the Chinese language in communicative activities and the understanding in the environment of studying in educational institutions, enterprises and other organizations. The HSK is the abbreviation of the Chinese Pinyin: Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi.

The HSK consists of HSK （Basic）, HSK （Elementary-Intermediate), HSK (Advanced), HSK (for Young Learners), HSK (for Business), HSK (for Secretaries), and HSK (for Tourism). The HSK can fulfill the needs of testing an devaluating Chinese Language proficiency worldwide. 

The HSK Basic, HSK Elementary-Intermediate, HSK Advanced are connected on the degree levels. They serve as the examination and evaluation for beginners, intermediate and advanced learners of the Chinese language. They also provide the testing reference to the relating educational institutions and certain organizations. The HSK for Young Learners is mainly for the young Chinese learners under the age of 15. HSK for Business, HSK for Secretaries, and HSK for Tourism are intended for vocational Chinese Language Proficiency Test, which serves for related organizations to provide testing reference for the process of policy making when enrolling, selecting and training personnel. 

The first three are primary tests, while the latter four are secondary or branch tests. These branch tests are newly designed and developed on the basis of the primary ones and to accommodate to the needs of the development of the Chinese Language education in the world and fulfill the needs of various groups of examinees as well. The main tests and branch tests are either related or independent. They complement each other. Each test is designed in accordance with the corresponding standard of HSK. 

With 20 years of development and practice, the HSK has become a predominant test of Candidates' proficiency in the Chinese language with unique characteristics. It is now the first choice of Chinese proficiency measurement adopted by many groups and users worldwide. By the end of 2008 around 2,600,000 overseas examinees had taken HSK. 

 Supervising Authority of HSK    

HSK is administered by the State Commission of the Chinese Proficiency Test.


